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s less boring”

Not if one was to ask Goa-based

architect Rahul Deshpande

who not only believes in architectural minimalism

but g on to make the most of it,

focussing on the details instead.

We feature his OWN home,
an office and two buildings for D-Link India Lid
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ahul Deshpande prides
himself on having
happy clients and his
wifte, he points out, 15
one of them. The house that
Rahul built for his wife Shilpa, a
chartered accountant, besides
carning him brownie points al
home, is an ¢pitome of all that
Rahul believes i as an architect.

The use of basic elements of

design to the best possible advan
tage, absolure freedom in his
work, attention to details and
mest importantly client satisfac
tien, are all showcased in the
Deshpande residence

Situated i an apartment build
ing in Merces, Goa, the
Deshpande home 15 spacious,

designed by him.

open and yet paradoxically pri-
vate. In keeping with Rahul’s
belief in using only the most
basic of elements in architecture,
the design révolves around the
use of a straight line, As a result,
the apartment is starkly simple
and the distunctly linear arrange
ment makes for a visually neat
and no-nonscnse look,

Another trademark feature of
Rahul's wark, which comes across
clearly in his design for his:house,
is the incorporation of natural ele
ments present around the site.
I'he terrace opens out onto the
lake, and palm trees are within
casy reach. Huge french windows
m the living room, which open
out onto, the rerrace help beckon
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these elements into the house. A
niche in one corner of the living
room adds a tfouch of green,
heightening the effect of the beau-
dful surroundings. The green cor-
ner forms a backdrop for old fam-
ily pictures which connect the
family with their past and makes
for an intercsting conversation
picce as well. Simple cane furni-
mre complements the serene and
scenic natural beauty. The room is
conspicuously uncluttered, and
the marble floor combined with
Jaisalmer stone acts as a unifying
fearure for the rest of the house.
The living room flows into the
dining area, and simple Jaisalmer
stone borders demarcare the sep-
aration. Similarly the dining
room opens out into the kitchen
where the stone border spills
across the foor and marble lines
CLIT 4Cross it to maintain the lin-
gar look. From the dining room
one spics a blue niche in the wall,
which adds colour to the kitchen,
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provides a contrast to the green
in the living room and holds
potential to evolve into some-
thing exciting.

The kitchen, which Rahul ere-
ated with great care to inspire his
wife to spend more time in it, is
again large, uncluttered and func-
tional. Adequate storage space
has been provided, and an adjoin-
ing service room, which is tucked
away in a corner, is where the
major washing, storage and
cleaning takes place. All over the
house small private spaces have
been created ro make adequate
provision for storage and work,
|'11£:1Ltding d storeroom, a laundry
room and a puja reom, The mas
ter bedroom contains a dressing
area flanked by two huge walk-in
closets with shelves, drawers and
plenty of space. A carry ever from
the time Rahul spent pursuing his
Masters in the US, the walk-in
closets are merely an extension of
Rahul’s penchant for nearness
and order;
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THE OFFICE FOR EDC

he same keenness for order

predominates his other pro-
jects as well and Rahul makes no
bones about it. ‘If there s one
essential ethos that an architect
must observe it 15 the need to
create order owt of chaos.?
admits Rahul frankly.

A clear example of this is his
project for the Entreprencur
Centre and a room for the
Minister of Industry at the
Economic Development
Corporation (EDC). His brief
was simply that the end praduct
should not look like just anether
government office, and should
encourage business. In Rahul’s
reckoning this meant several
things. As a financial interface
the office would have to
cmanate strength and confidence
and would have to have a crisp
atmaosphere. In order to disasso

ciate from other government
offices, an air of transparency
would have to be built and the
colour scheme would have to be
one that reflected both power
and purity.

White and red were the obwi
ous chioices: The use of plenty of
glass and mirrors lends a feeling
of transparency to the office
while straight bold lines and
strong massive farmiture help
create a subtly adthoritarian
ambience that ar the same time
welcomes fresh entreprencurs
and vet allows no laxity, The
Minister’s chamber on the other
hand was a complete contrast.
Solemn and soothing,; the cham-
ber was designed to offer solace
to people seeking counsel, while
upholding the dignity of the
occupant’'s post. Strong lines
were tsed to draw one into the
office and the Minister’s rable
was 50 designed as to create a
feeling of a central source of
power emerging from one point.
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The use of plenty of glass and mimors
lends a feeling of transparency
to the office while straight
bold lines and strong

massive fumiture help create

a subtly authoritarian ambience
that at the same time welcomes
fresh entreprenelurs and

yet allows no laxity.
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BUILDINGS FOR

D-LINK INDIA LTD

mplicit faith in the architect is
I.-:mmm'm e all Rahul’s clients.
Consequently a sketchy brief is
usually what Rahul starts out
with, In the first of the two
buildings that Rahul built for -
Link India Ltd, the only criteria
were that the structure should
not create an cyesore on the tra
ditional Goan landscape and that
it should nor look like a boring
factory shed. With Rahul’s keen-
ness to assimilate natural features
and usc them to highlight the
design, this posed no problem ar
all. Taking into consideration
the existing trecs, slope of the
land, the presence of a shrine
and the general morpholugy of
the nearby buildings, Rahul cre-
ated @ structurc thar would
retain a distinetly Goan identity
but reflect the essentially mod

ern nature of a computer factory,
By dramarically experimenting
with the roof and walls of the
otherwise rectangular structure,
the building both blends into
the adjoining village skyline and
ver, on closer scrutiny is surpris-
ingly modern.

For the scecond building of D
Link, which was poised to bring
in the new millennium, the
approach had to be different.
The need was o create some-
thing that was futuristic and yer
retained the spirit of Goa.
Allowed complere freedom,
Rahul wanted the building to
reflect technological sophistica
ton. Naturally the ideas had to
be new, the latest materials had
to be incorporared and as a con
cerned citizen, an energy con
scious approach had to be
adopted. The resultant design
was an interplay of mass and
voids, the effect of which was

highlighted by a combination of

ceramic vitrified tiles with locally
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available laterite stone. A huge
curved and silvery metallic roof
accentuates the modern look of
the building while also deflect-
ing heat. A break in the roof,
not visible to an onlooker from
the ground, conceals the air-
conditioners and keeps the walls
free of eyesores,

While stretches of lawn and
landscaping combine the two
distinctly different buildings,
Rahul was relucrant o allow the
uniqueness of cither building to
be destroyed by a corridor.
Instead an underground tunnel
was created with glass ceilings
that let in adequate light and
vetr are camouflaged from
dircet view,

His belief thatr ‘God is in the
details” is scen in the meticulous
landscaping, which hides the
utility area and the parking
spaces and which goes on 1o
enhance the recreational area for

the staff, planned as a place of
rejuvenation and freshness. The
canteen opens onto strerches of
green lawn on one side and
envelops the shrine on the other,
A lawn-like cffect has also been
brought inside by the use of
green ceramic tiles, Surrounded
by water, the shrime with deli-
cate granite-steps leading toit,
helps to add to! the sérene and
spiritual feel of the plice.

Trained ag a ‘Civil and
Structural Engineer, Rahul
believes it could be precisely his
lack of training as an architect
that has:contributed to his sue-
cess. T have always had 1o pot in
more into every project,” he
admirs candidly. Minus any
readymade formulas to adopt and
unwilling to be known by any
single style, Rahul can darc to be
different, creative and uninhibited,
Understandably his clients do not
find his work boring. O
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