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The eclectic homes of

art gallery owners

Sharan Apparao in Chennai
& Geetu Hinduja in Mumbai




in tune with

and an R &

for D-Link in Bangalore with a daringly d

out of the box appr

MATERIALS

f Roof Sheets: Finolex PVC (2mm
thiek) used for its excellent insula
tion and lightweight properties.
Structural Steel: Tata strucrural
tubes, rectangular and square hollows
SCCOns used for. their acsth€Hes "al'_ld_
siperlagye stréngths

1 Roads: The roads are in concrete for

> “durability and low maintenance.

Cladding: the whole structure is
clad with ceramic and glass tiles for
ensuring cleanliness and low mainee:
ancc.

C bus is the means to take you forward, to the place where you wish to
go — your work place, your home, your holiday destination, Seven out
of every ten Goans use a bus cach day, very often more than once, and

commuting by bus is very much a part of their routine. It stands to rea-

son, then, that a place where buses and pe gers converge and disperse ought to
reflect the lifestyle of its users,” says Rahul Deshpande.

The site of this stand on the outskirts of Cuncolim 15 surrounded by fields bordered by

coconur palms. Since this is a small rural town where the people have little exposure 1o

contemporary architecture, Rahul had to ensure that the pro-

b I portion and scale of the structure responded 1o

o its environs and be one that the peaple 6f

the arca could relate to.
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Brad fivas

An underwater feel of calm,
irlendly aquatic neighbours and
diffused sunlight above creates
poetic drama in the waiting area

of tha bus stand.

<N Yeorect: Cuntcoline Bus Stand
= “-:{':q‘ ii’f:: é‘r::rﬂ;fiifr Urban Development Agency
' ("EI'H' Clontractor: D8 Contractors Prt Ltd
- Profect Area: 2,000 Sq Mis
. f'}'r?.;':'e:.t Costs Rs 386 Lakls
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contemporary bus stand inn the
context of a-small rustic area su-
rounded by fields and palms, were

considerations that had 1o he fac-

Site plan of Cuncolim Bus Stand in Goa.

_ment that is intimarely bound up

with every Goan’s daily life, The

shallenge for him now was to

translare his idea of using fish as a

I

This provided the inspiration!
“The simple, curvy, flowing form
of the sporting dolphin amid
glinting waves lent itself sean it

tored into the design concepr, motif and integrating it into the  to translation into an elegant
After doing extensive researchdesign. Obviously, he did not  truss," explains Rahul,

on Godn values and cultare, Rahul  want it to-be just a clichéd image. The people of Cuncelim arc

concluded that the one thing  As he was pondering about it, one  thrilled with their bus srand and

evety Goan absolutely refates to is day by happenstance, he came  take great pride in showing it off

fish: a culinary staple in this partof  upon a sight of dolphins leaping t0.visitors and ensuring that it i

the world! I_!:f&.—.tlic:‘mc‘.siqg_&:dlc&

up from the waves of the ocean,

well maintained.

Side view of the CGuncolim Bus Stand,



escarch=0ut of the-Box

Thinking=Brainwaves=
Paradigm Break= Splinters of
Creativity=Design. That was the
mantra Rahul adopted when he
was designing the D Link R& D
Centre in Bangalore.

‘Designing a centre for info
tech research and development in
the IT hub of India needs a spe-
cial approach. It is essential to
conjure an ambience that fosters
WEreativity and excel-

5
lence,’ says Rahul Deshpande.
*Most of the buildin gs in this
clectronic city have glass facades
‘with detailing in aluminium or
smri"[hwa’al'[uqkahkc and have
‘no character. There is nothing
fndian about them and also they

consume lots of energy.” His
client too had wanted 2 glass
building for the sake of image,
but after a lot of convincing, he
ler Rahul have his way.

‘As we kept thinking about
research and development, it
ceemed clear to us that the
process of enquiry needs creative
thinking, an out-of-the-box
approach to questions. Only a
different idea can ignite
dand set it free from the
approaches that it is
s an explosion of
qatter the enclo-
e fragments of a
ly these shim-
can dictate a
18 clements of

daringly

such irregular forms and their
prismatic colours. 1f we weld
these clements asymmetrically to
‘he idea of up-to-the-minute
technology represented by heavy
metal, we have the rudiments of a
pattern, a design that fits a centre
of intellectual ferment to 2 T.
“The finished product of the 24
& D Centre comprises 3
“p:'nccss“ of thought, W here an
Jumined flash of creative think-
ing morphs 2 “gquare” box nto a
shower of wedges planting them-
selves firmly into the ground with
the help of metal-clad piers. The
“epark” of inspiration metamor-
phoses inta a circular ground
floor lobby of winking glass. The
built mass presents an uplifting

The colour scheme for the exteriors and the
interiors is dictated by the need to rejuvenate
flagging spirits, caused by the stresses and
strains of prolonged mental exertion.

The naturally progression of VIBGYOR,

with a dash of vibrancy was a
uplifting feeling, @ quickeni

dded to create an
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D-LINK
R&D
CENTRE

All the four basic forms -

.I|,.', II':|;'i|||ll:l||l'::|ﬂ'I||II'|III||II IIIIIII' R

{ My

circul i
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ug!ht into play in the facade. Inspite of

foot




Project: Reseavch @
D:r;wapmmt Centre, Bangalore

Client: D Link India Ltd

Civil Contractor: Thuluvath
Constructions Pet Ltd

Project Area: 8,090 Sq Mts

Design Team: Rabul Deshpande,
Nandita Namshikar

Seructural Design Tm-:rrf:
Rahul Deshpande, Anil Palekar
&~ Avchana Mabambare

Electrical Consultant:
Castelling Consultants

Electrical/ HVAC/Plumbing
Consultant: Meca Project
Engineers Pyt Ltd
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picture after hours, where the

rainbow colours, the strongly

anchored wedges soar up to con-
verge, and the asymmetrical slits
combine with the glistening
lobby to soothe senses jaded by
prolonged intellectual activity.’
The landscape design roo is
influenced by the same seed of
an idea - research as creative
thinking. The triangular open
spaces complement the triang-
lar built structures and provide a
visual counterpoint to the con-
crete structure of the Cenrre.
The triangles tend to meer ar
corners, reinforcing the idea of a
common design concept for the
open and the enclosed spaces. 1 3




