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blending the modern with colonial

ARCHITECTURE APRIL 204

Project: The Clde Library, Residence-cum-library, Goa
Architects: Rahul Deshpande & Associates, Goa

SECTION

walk through the quiet by-lanes of Choran unfiolds a

bevy of ancestral houses of Indo-Portuguesa

architecture. The Lnassumingh' mansion s one

mong these many houses that holds the attention

In sway. It is the client's ardent love for books and studious

bent of mind that fermented in their decision to imvest in an
oid house just opposite to their own home:

Decades ago, this old rundown house acted as a private
llorary-for the village. In continuing this vein of a tradition. the
client has comverted a greater part of the entire housa into a
reading and study area. A veritable touch was possible only
Oy reconstructing it from scratch, which was done redainmg
the existing architectural style of the house.

The couple has found their answer to a perfect means of
ideating in their fittle cosy retreat. This Pace sees often times
high profile guests commg to stay. The house has top noteh
faciiies for this niche segment. The houses in the istand of
Chorao have an imperial feel to it owing to the reason that
during the colonial rule, the higher echislons of the Poruguesa

classes made their homes here, And perhaps that is why the

N has a statule of a sentinel on the garden parapet.

Library: A voluminous library greets one whila antering
inside the housa. The room area has a couch wherne one can

siump yourself on and read. In the latter half, there Isa h

table with chairs. Furpished, it looks sleek. To Its side is a

mini resto-bar, The books have Deen Kept in specially
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designed cabinets. The design ensures an efficient system of
honizontal indexing making it easier to look through and find
the book you want,

Two wooden pillars support a small guarter leading to the
next storey. This transition is done seamlessly as the
ntervention meits with the background. it is only when one
near it, does the appearance of the fascia and handrails of
the stairvay become evident. The roof has wooden beams
interspersed with an aluminium ceifing which renders a
uniformed pattermn,

Kitchen: This area has been spruced up with the addition of a
modular kitchen complete with auburn coloured cabinets and
drawers which makes it orderly and neat. The floral wallpaper in
between the overhead compartments and the gas stove
beneath makes a fitling statement. A thin partition in the form of
a door leads to a dinette, which provides a view of the garden

Veranda: The veranda overlooks the playground, The doors
ara oblong and have glass panes which allows light to seep
in the interiors, a feature commeon in the house plan. The
hatch of the doors presents you a choice converting the door
fo senve the purpose. of window,
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Study Room: The atmosphera in the study room s a mix of
a corporate and a homely feel, This ambience makes work
enjoyable. Working here makes you relaxed. The room has a
reclining chair with a cane back. The computer is placed
strategically near the window for obvious reasons and
minimises on the need for artificial lighting, This rids the
neads for installing electrical fixtures that usually come with
a baggage of intruding pipes, and wires. The lamp shade and
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the antique furniture is a juxtaposition of the rooms' healtiy
and tasteful combo of the modern with the colonial styles.
The books have been lined up In a crossword style. The
cabinets below have mirors. The dasign of the study roam
is s0 systematic and leaves no space for clutter,

Master bedroom: The master bedroom is a piece of
oeuvra in itsell. It is roomy in the centre as the master bed is
located on one side. The king sized canopy bed is an antique
which adds on to the overall opulent feeling. The numerous
draped windows provide the roorm with ample light and
vantilation,

Bathroom: The room has a sophisticated ensuite too. This
bathroom is equipped with amenities to suit the urban high
end market clientele. It has a sunken bath with multiple
faucets. The window panes have been customised to allow
only the person inside the bathroom to look through. The
Munjee’s home is one that simplifies the complexities of
modearn amenities effortlesshy. i
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