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Project Feature

Nestled in the Meadow

Project: : 'DEVRAJ', Oid Goa
Architects: Rahul Deshpande & Associates, Old Goa
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Rahul Deshpande

he project briet was to desigrra dwelllng tor a family
of three:which could house an office with apartments
far the stalf and would respecl the site, and cherish
memaries that have.beencollected over a lifetime
The maemeonesof lalianhomes, the prevalent Latin
architecture in-Goa characterised.py overwhelming
straight walls with their steep ool slopes and fine sense
of balance were stibconsciously engraved. Whereas the
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reminiscences of jharokha, a prominent feature in Mughal The residence is nestled in the meadows of Old Goa
architecture, the commemoration of traditional niches in neighbouring the majestic churches and stands at the
the walls of Maharashitra's wadas, the wicket gate of the very location where capital city of Goa once dwelled. The
Dilli Darwaza of the Pune's Shaniwarwada were very close basic operational design pivots on being site conducive
to heart. The synthesis of these recollections and pursuit and climate responsive. The sloping characteristics of the
to express them in a contermnpaorary language without plot allowed spaces to snuggle themselves around the
compromising on the functionality were the challenges on functionality and as a consequence terraces emerged lo
which the design evolved and in turn developed its own oversee the nature around. The south-west oriented spaces
contemporary personality, are extroverted with thick walls, narrow openings, large
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Concept Inspiration; View indicating the jharokha of Purana Qila

vivacious lobby draped with glass all around. The living
and dining rooms with a kitchen attached form the core of
the first floor, all opening out on the terraces lo relish the
visual splendour of greenery and the glimpses of historical
churches. A guest room sits quietly on the other end with a
bar at its side.

The second floor with its central open void connects
visually the residence vertically, and at the same time
all rooms open onto it, The master suite, the study-cum-
entertainment room, daughters’ room and the puja being on
the highest level, are the fortunate ones to experience the
million doliar view of the Sahyadri Mountains, meadows and
the Mandovi river. The presence of the spacious terrace only
betters the experience
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View indicating the grand door ol Shaniwar wada

The clever juxta positioning of the site characteristics,
climate, context and functionality, subtly revealing memories
in a seamless flow of spaces, is nothing short of a journey
through tranquillity, visual bliss and nostaigia. <k

Factfile
Cllent: Aahul Deshpande

Design team: Rahid Deshpande, Varun Kulkarnd

Consultants: LICS e

ical Consullant

Bulit-up area: ;
Cost of project: Rs 180 lakh

Year of completion: 2016



